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The French are pulling out all the stops to 
ensure the success of this year’s Ryder Cup at 
the famous Le Golf National venue which takes 
place on Friday 28th to Sunday 30th September. 
The par 72 Albatros is the course 
where all the Ryder Cup action will 
be played out and is designed by 
Hubert Chesneau and Robert Von 
Hagge. By all accounts this is not 
only an exciting and challenging 
course to play but it is also 
designed to allow spectators good 
views from all angles of the course. 
It was only a couple of years ago 
when this golf resort was voted as 
France’s best golf destination. 

Besides the now famous Albatros course 
there is also another equally demanding 
course, the par 71 L’Aigle course and 
a nine hole par 32, L’Oiseletre course 
which is what makes for a well designed 
golf destination. Ironically it is this region 
that boasts the largest concentration of 
excellent and well maintained courses, 
and all are within half an hour’s drive 
of the historic Palace de Versailles 
where the quaint but charming town 
of Versailles can be found, and where 
we stayed in the delightful four star Le 
Versailles hotel. The town’s long narrow, 
virtually carless main street is full of 
delightful restaurants where during 
the summer’s warm evenings dining 
outdoors simply adds to its already 
appealing ambience. 

Unlike past Ryder Cup venues, Le Golf 
National is a wholly owned government 
project and over the past years has 
invested heavily into creating a first 
class golf destination which includes a 
large and very modern club house – to 

meet the high standards demanded 
to host a Ryder Cup competition. Next 
to the clubhouse is the 131 bedroom 
Novohotel Saint-Quentin-en-Yvelines, 
which, when I was there some 18 
months ago was still a building site yet 
all the rooms had already been pre-
booked for the Ryder Cup. 

Over the past couple of years the 
Albatros course has gone through 
several important and significant 
changes creating a quirky but extremely 
challenging course comprising of slick 
greens, vast undulating fairways, water 
hazards and link-style bunkers requiring 
regular golfers to use every club in their 
bag. The final four holes are by far the 
toughest and mostly surrounded by 
water hazards. The 18th green is the 
most difficult green I have ever seen and 
virtually surrounded by menacing water 
hazards whichever way you hit your ball. 
It is from here that spectators will be 
able to watch some of Ryder Cups most 
exciting golf. 

In addition to the three courses, Le 
Golf National is also home to first class 
training and coaching facilities, making 
it a top choice for golfers coming to 
visit Versailles or Paris. There are two 
excellent driving ranges and a total of 35 
covered bays offering both synthetic and 
grass tees. Le Golf National also boasts 
Europe’s largest practice chipping and 
putting greens with two dedicated areas 
for bunker practice. The golf academy 
is next to L’Oiseletre Course where 
lesson for all standards of golfer can 
be booked. There are also several golf 
initiation courses for juniors as young as 
six years old. Since 2008 the Academy 
has been involved with what is known 

as ‘Crocogolf’, a project that gives 50 
under-privileged children the opportunity 
to learn to play golf free.

There are several choices of Ryder Cup 
packages some include taking a car 
on an overnight Ferry from Portsmouth 
to Caen - from here it is a two and 
half hour drive to Le Golf National and 
along the route are several traditional 
French villages all offering various types 
of accommodation. Best is to book in 
advance as this type of accommodation 
is as popular with the French as it is 
with visitors coming from further afield. 
Another option is to take Euro star 
from St Pancras to Paris Nord which 
takes less than four hours these days. 
Paris, of course, offers a variety of 
accommodation from the very cheap 
and the very xpensive. There are several 
connecting trains to Le Golf National’s 
nearest train station, Saint Quentin-en-
Yvelines where a regular bus services 
takes you to and from the course. 

The Ryder Cup is an event few keen 
golfers would want to miss and 
conveniently accessible from the UK 
whether travelling by air, sea or car.
For further information visit  
www.europeantourproperties.com
www.golf-national.com
There are several package deals for the 
Ryder Cup that can be sourced from 
established golf travel agents.
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