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And who can forget seeing Rose, statuesque
and dignified, giving Garcia the thumbs-up to
acknowledge a great shot down the 18th?
They made us proud, both of them.

Garcia said afterwards: ‘We are good friends
so we were very respectful of each other. We
were cheering each other on. We wanted to
beat the other guy, not the other lose it.’

Rose said: ‘I am really happy for Sergio. I
would love to be wearing the Green Jacket
but if it wasn't me, I am glad it is him. He
has had his share of heartache over the
years. We have been friends for a long time
and playing golf against each other since we
were 14 years old. ‘

‘We will get up tomorrow and he will be
happy for a month and then golf will take
over; I will be unhappy for a month and golf
will take over for me.’

Rose, 36, held a two-shot lead with five
holes to go but lost when Garcia birdied the
first extra hole on Sunday.

‘I feel it is a tournament I can still do well in,’
said Rose. ‘It's a course you can get to know
and be competitive here for a long, long time.’

Rose, who has finished tied second, 10th
and now second in his last three Masters,
was referring to 57-year-old American Fred
Couples, winner of the Green Jacket in
1992, who has had six top-20 finishes in his
last seven appearances.

‘I felt in control all day,’ Rose added.
‘Sometimes the rub of the green is for you and
sometimes it isn't. I hit a really good putt on 18
in regulation and thought it was going in. I see
myself having many more chances to come.’

JUSTIN ROSE: ‘I AM REALLY HAPPY FOR SERGIO.  I WOULD LOVE TO WEAR THE GREEN JACKET, BUT IF IT WASN’T ME, I AM GLAD IT IS HIM’

RORY McILROY dreamed of winning a Green Jacket that he
could wear at his forthcoming wedding.

McIlroy, who has just signed a new £89million deal with Nike, will
wed American fiancé Erica Stoll, a USPGA worker. 

He secured another top ten finish at Augusta, so must wait again for
a chance to win the one Major title eluding him as he seeks to
become the first European to complete a career Grand Slam.

McIlroy revealed that he had dreamed of standing at the wedding
ceremony in one of the most famous jackets on the planet: ‘It would
have been nice to walk down the aisle in the Green Jacket. Would I
have done that? Oh yeah, if the members would have allowed me. If Mr
Payne (Augusta chairman)  would have allowed me. We're very excited.
It's a great time in our lives and it's all about that over the next couple
of weeks and I'll come back at the Players Championship refreshed and
a married man and start a new chapter in my life.’

McIlroy has also revealed he will make some equipment changes
following the Masters - including playing with a different ball: ‘I
thought my golf ball this week was doing weird things in the wind,
very inconsistent. So there's one thing I will change and try to 
work on.’

The deal with Nike is for 10 years and, as Nike has stopped making
clubs and balls, it lets McIlroy’s team negotiate with equipment
companies. At the moment, McIlroy is using Callaway drivers and
irons, Titleist wedges and ball and a Scotty Cameron putter. 

Each would obviously like the world No.2 to endorse their products.
However, without a logo allowed on his Nike cap or clothes these
could lead to complex arrangements.

Nike said they were stopping making equipment in a competitive
marketplace in which it only managed to secure nine per cent share
despite the patronage of Tiger Woods and McIlroy.

RORY: Green Jacket would have been good for the wedding!

Hear tache

• THIS year’s Masters was the last for Hazel Irving as the face of the BBC’s 
golf coverage.

• Irvine, above left, has stepped down after 25 years as a golf presenter and eight
years as the corporation’s lead anchor for sport, although she will remain the face
of snooker and host major events such as the Olympics.

• rvine is handing over to Eilidh Barbour, above right, who  joins a team that
includes Peter Alliss, Ken Brown and Andrew Cotter. She will make her debut at the
PGA Championship in May.

• Barbour has covered golf for BBC Radio 5 Live and is familiar to sports fans 
as a reporter on Football Focus, Final Score, the Euro 2016 tournament and FA Cup
games. She also fronts the BBC’s coverage of women’s football and women’s rugby.

• Irvine said she wants to ‘re-align my on-air commitments around the changing
needs of my family’.

• PORTSMOUTH’S Scott Gregory made
the most of his first Augusta
experience.

• The 22-year-old secured his place
through victory in the British Amateur
Championship , and had warmed up
with victory in the Georgia Cup over
US amateur champion Curtis Luck –
and by watching hours of YouTube
footage from previous Masters. 

• Scott’s rounds of 82 and 75 were
not enough to avoid the cut but he
racked up invaluable exposure as he
works towards qualification for the
next Walker Cup squad later this year.  

This one’s for you, Seve: Garcia said it was ‘amazing’ to join his Spanish idols Seve Ballesteros and Jose Maria Olazabal as a Masters champion. Right, 2016 champion Danny Willett helps Garcia into the famous Green Jacket
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Golf is thriving in Turkey

More and more golfers are looking further afield for 
interesting and exciting golf destinations, and some 
particularly enjoy combining a golf trip with visits 
to famous cultural sites and monuments. Recently 
I arranged a trip to Antalya, Turkey, a region which 
boasts fifteen world class golf courses and is also 
famous for its fascinating collection of historic sites 
and ancient ruins - dating back thousands of years.    

Antalya is also a thriving and vibrant city that lies on 
the south west coast of Turkey, between the majestic 
Taurus mountain range and the sparkling turquoise-blue 
Mediterranean. Surrounded by endless sandy beaches, 
this area is often referred to as Turkey’s answer to France’s 
Riviera, and huge government investment into sporting 
facilities has created the country’s most prolific region for 
sports tourism. Apart from golf, there are also fifty football 
pitches, more than 200 tennis courts and plenty of luxury 
five star hotels to meet tourists’ demands. During long winter 
months this is where many top professional athletes train 
while keen golfers enjoy relaxing winter golf breaks. 

Antalya now hosts several top international golf and tennis 
events, including for the first time this year the newly 
inaugurated ATP 250 grass court tournament, which now 
takes place a week prior to the start of the Wimbledon 
Championships.    

For golfers it is encouraging to find such a wide choice 
of so many well designed courses in first class condition 
and all a challenge to play, and particularly tough are the 
championship courses. Yet, in spite of the sometimes very 
hot and humid weather, particularly in the months of July and 
August, courses are always well maintained and regularly 
watered by teams of groundsmen who often come in useful 
when looking for lost balls.   

It was late May when I headed to Antalya in pleasantly warm 
temperatures. Although not my first visit to Turkey, in the 
past I had only flown as far south as Dalaman to join friends 
sailing in the Aegean Sea, but only sailed north. In those 
heady days I don’t remember once coming across anything 
remotely resembling a golf course. 

This time though, I flew Turkish Airlines from Heathrow to 
Istanbul and caught a short domestic flight to Antalya. It 
was the unforgettable sight of Istanbul bathed in a glowing, 
golden sunset with the deep blue Bosphorus snaking below 
that had me craning my neck as we were preparing to land 
to take in more of this breathtaking splendour. Sadly by the 
time we reached Antalya it was already dark and little could 
be seen of the countryside during our hour and half hour’s 
journey to the Xanadu resort, but we arrived in time to enjoy a 
sumptuous buffet dinner in the hotel’s enormous dining area. 

This region is a paradise for golfers but a visit to some of 
the nearby historic sites and ruins, is recommended. Even 
Xanadu’s swimming pool is designed to emulate the famous 
ruins of the lost city of Perge, built some thousands of years 
ago and only discovered in 1943 by a team of archaeologists 
researching into its history. Site excavations continued into 
the early 2000’s and many of the excavated ancient statues 
are now preserved in Antalya’s National Museum

First on the agenda was a visit to the five star Cornelia 
Diamond Golf and Spa hotel, one of the Belek-Antalya 
luxury hotels and where the Nick Faldo designed 27 hole 
championship course can be found. This is one of Belek’s 
most popular courses with a reputation of high quality golf. 
The 27 hole course has been designed to provide three 18 
hole course options, the King, Queen and Prince courses and 
many of its intricately designed holes reflect typical Faldo 
course designs. Some of the holes I played are tricky and 
needed a lot of care in selecting the right club, and some 
of the par five holes have long fairways and challenging 
doglegs; others are bordered by water and tall pine trees 
where balls need to be hit with precision and accurately.    

This time I played the challenging Princes course - holes 
have all been given a variety of names but the most difficult 
hole is the 9th par 4 which is named Faldo’s Choice – for 
obvious reasons.  Altogether I found this course particularly 
challenging but a pleasure to play and if I had time, I would 
quite liked to have played all three combinations but this was 
a short trip and there was much to do and see besides golf.

Our final dinner was arranged in the fascinating part of 
Antalya’s old town, in one of the city’s converted buildings 
that is now the Alp Pasa luxury hotel. Tables in the hotel’s 
restaurant are in a small courtyard which features a small 
square open air pool and lit up at night, a feature of the 
hotel’s unusual design. Throughout our delicious meal we 
were entertained by three excellent jazz musicians who all 
turned out to be students from the local university. 

Antalya has a lot to offer particularly for golfers and a 
wonderful place to combine playing golf on great golf courses 
with discovering local culture.

April Tod

I flew Turkish Airlines - www.turkishairlines.com 

Xanadu Resort Hotel - http://xanaduhotels.com

Cornelia Golf Club - Nick Faldo Championship Golf Course 
www.corneliaresort.com and info@bilyanagolf.com

Further information about ancient sites and monuments  
in and around Antayla from the Turkish Office of Tourism  
www.gototurkey.co.uk


