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And who can forget seeing Rose, statuesque
and dignified, giving Garcia the thumbs-up to
acknowledge a great shot down the 18th?
They made us proud, both of them.

Garcia said afterwards: ‘We are good friends
so we were very respectful of each other. We
were cheering each other on. We wanted to
beat the other guy, not the other lose it.’

Rose said: ‘I am really happy for Sergio. I
would love to be wearing the Green Jacket
but if it wasn't me, I am glad it is him. He
has had his share of heartache over the
years. We have been friends for a long time
and playing golf against each other since we
were 14 years old. ‘

‘We will get up tomorrow and he will be
happy for a month and then golf will take
over; I will be unhappy for a month and golf
will take over for me.’

Rose, 36, held a two-shot lead with five
holes to go but lost when Garcia birdied the
first extra hole on Sunday.

‘I feel it is a tournament I can still do well in,’
said Rose. ‘It's a course you can get to know
and be competitive here for a long, long time.’

Rose, who has finished tied second, 10th
and now second in his last three Masters,
was referring to 57-year-old American Fred
Couples, winner of the Green Jacket in
1992, who has had six top-20 finishes in his
last seven appearances.

‘I felt in control all day,’ Rose added.
‘Sometimes the rub of the green is for you and
sometimes it isn't. I hit a really good putt on 18
in regulation and thought it was going in. I see
myself having many more chances to come.’

JUSTIN ROSE: ‘I AM REALLY HAPPY FOR SERGIO.  I WOULD LOVE TO WEAR THE GREEN JACKET, BUT IF IT WASN’T ME, I AM GLAD IT IS HIM’

RORY McILROY dreamed of winning a Green Jacket that he
could wear at his forthcoming wedding.

McIlroy, who has just signed a new £89million deal with Nike, will
wed American fiancé Erica Stoll, a USPGA worker. 

He secured another top ten finish at Augusta, so must wait again for
a chance to win the one Major title eluding him as he seeks to
become the first European to complete a career Grand Slam.

McIlroy revealed that he had dreamed of standing at the wedding
ceremony in one of the most famous jackets on the planet: ‘It would
have been nice to walk down the aisle in the Green Jacket. Would I
have done that? Oh yeah, if the members would have allowed me. If Mr
Payne (Augusta chairman)  would have allowed me. We're very excited.
It's a great time in our lives and it's all about that over the next couple
of weeks and I'll come back at the Players Championship refreshed and
a married man and start a new chapter in my life.’

McIlroy has also revealed he will make some equipment changes
following the Masters - including playing with a different ball: ‘I
thought my golf ball this week was doing weird things in the wind,
very inconsistent. So there's one thing I will change and try to 
work on.’

The deal with Nike is for 10 years and, as Nike has stopped making
clubs and balls, it lets McIlroy’s team negotiate with equipment
companies. At the moment, McIlroy is using Callaway drivers and
irons, Titleist wedges and ball and a Scotty Cameron putter. 

Each would obviously like the world No.2 to endorse their products.
However, without a logo allowed on his Nike cap or clothes these
could lead to complex arrangements.

Nike said they were stopping making equipment in a competitive
marketplace in which it only managed to secure nine per cent share
despite the patronage of Tiger Woods and McIlroy.

RORY: Green Jacket would have been good for the wedding!

Hear tache

• THIS year’s Masters was the last for Hazel Irving as the face of the BBC’s 
golf coverage.

• Irvine, above left, has stepped down after 25 years as a golf presenter and eight
years as the corporation’s lead anchor for sport, although she will remain the face
of snooker and host major events such as the Olympics.

• rvine is handing over to Eilidh Barbour, above right, who  joins a team that
includes Peter Alliss, Ken Brown and Andrew Cotter. She will make her debut at the
PGA Championship in May.

• Barbour has covered golf for BBC Radio 5 Live and is familiar to sports fans 
as a reporter on Football Focus, Final Score, the Euro 2016 tournament and FA Cup
games. She also fronts the BBC’s coverage of women’s football and women’s rugby.

• Irvine said she wants to ‘re-align my on-air commitments around the changing
needs of my family’.

• PORTSMOUTH’S Scott Gregory made
the most of his first Augusta
experience.

• The 22-year-old secured his place
through victory in the British Amateur
Championship , and had warmed up
with victory in the Georgia Cup over
US amateur champion Curtis Luck –
and by watching hours of YouTube
footage from previous Masters. 

• Scott’s rounds of 82 and 75 were
not enough to avoid the cut but he
racked up invaluable exposure as he
works towards qualification for the
next Walker Cup squad later this year.  

This one’s for you, Seve: Garcia said it was ‘amazing’ to join his Spanish idols Seve Ballesteros and Jose Maria Olazabal as a Masters champion. Right, 2016 champion Danny Willett helps Garcia into the famous Green Jacket

WWW.121GOLFSHOP.COM - 01794 329 344

TT MAY 2017 Issue 192_Layout 1  22/04/2017  15:18  Page 4

Golf Academy BLACKMOOR GOLF CLUB

4 TEE TIMES MAY 2017

• From Page 3

And who can forget seeing Rose, statuesque
and dignified, giving Garcia the thumbs-up to
acknowledge a great shot down the 18th?
They made us proud, both of them.

Garcia said afterwards: ‘We are good friends
so we were very respectful of each other. We
were cheering each other on. We wanted to
beat the other guy, not the other lose it.’

Rose said: ‘I am really happy for Sergio. I
would love to be wearing the Green Jacket
but if it wasn't me, I am glad it is him. He
has had his share of heartache over the
years. We have been friends for a long time
and playing golf against each other since we
were 14 years old. ‘

‘We will get up tomorrow and he will be
happy for a month and then golf will take
over; I will be unhappy for a month and golf
will take over for me.’

Rose, 36, held a two-shot lead with five
holes to go but lost when Garcia birdied the
first extra hole on Sunday.

‘I feel it is a tournament I can still do well in,’
said Rose. ‘It's a course you can get to know
and be competitive here for a long, long time.’

Rose, who has finished tied second, 10th
and now second in his last three Masters,
was referring to 57-year-old American Fred
Couples, winner of the Green Jacket in
1992, who has had six top-20 finishes in his
last seven appearances.

‘I felt in control all day,’ Rose added.
‘Sometimes the rub of the green is for you and
sometimes it isn't. I hit a really good putt on 18
in regulation and thought it was going in. I see
myself having many more chances to come.’

JUSTIN ROSE: ‘I AM REALLY HAPPY FOR SERGIO.  I WOULD LOVE TO WEAR THE GREEN JACKET, BUT IF IT WASN’T ME, I AM GLAD IT IS HIM’

RORY McILROY dreamed of winning a Green Jacket that he
could wear at his forthcoming wedding.

McIlroy, who has just signed a new £89million deal with Nike, will
wed American fiancé Erica Stoll, a USPGA worker. 

He secured another top ten finish at Augusta, so must wait again for
a chance to win the one Major title eluding him as he seeks to
become the first European to complete a career Grand Slam.

McIlroy revealed that he had dreamed of standing at the wedding
ceremony in one of the most famous jackets on the planet: ‘It would
have been nice to walk down the aisle in the Green Jacket. Would I
have done that? Oh yeah, if the members would have allowed me. If Mr
Payne (Augusta chairman)  would have allowed me. We're very excited.
It's a great time in our lives and it's all about that over the next couple
of weeks and I'll come back at the Players Championship refreshed and
a married man and start a new chapter in my life.’

McIlroy has also revealed he will make some equipment changes
following the Masters - including playing with a different ball: ‘I
thought my golf ball this week was doing weird things in the wind,
very inconsistent. So there's one thing I will change and try to 
work on.’

The deal with Nike is for 10 years and, as Nike has stopped making
clubs and balls, it lets McIlroy’s team negotiate with equipment
companies. At the moment, McIlroy is using Callaway drivers and
irons, Titleist wedges and ball and a Scotty Cameron putter. 

Each would obviously like the world No.2 to endorse their products.
However, without a logo allowed on his Nike cap or clothes these
could lead to complex arrangements.

Nike said they were stopping making equipment in a competitive
marketplace in which it only managed to secure nine per cent share
despite the patronage of Tiger Woods and McIlroy.

RORY: Green Jacket would have been good for the wedding!

Hear tache

• THIS year’s Masters was the last for Hazel Irving as the face of the BBC’s 
golf coverage.

• Irvine, above left, has stepped down after 25 years as a golf presenter and eight
years as the corporation’s lead anchor for sport, although she will remain the face
of snooker and host major events such as the Olympics.

• rvine is handing over to Eilidh Barbour, above right, who  joins a team that
includes Peter Alliss, Ken Brown and Andrew Cotter. She will make her debut at the
PGA Championship in May.

• Barbour has covered golf for BBC Radio 5 Live and is familiar to sports fans 
as a reporter on Football Focus, Final Score, the Euro 2016 tournament and FA Cup
games. She also fronts the BBC’s coverage of women’s football and women’s rugby.

• Irvine said she wants to ‘re-align my on-air commitments around the changing
needs of my family’.

• PORTSMOUTH’S Scott Gregory made
the most of his first Augusta
experience.

• The 22-year-old secured his place
through victory in the British Amateur
Championship , and had warmed up
with victory in the Georgia Cup over
US amateur champion Curtis Luck –
and by watching hours of YouTube
footage from previous Masters. 

• Scott’s rounds of 82 and 75 were
not enough to avoid the cut but he
racked up invaluable exposure as he
works towards qualification for the
next Walker Cup squad later this year.  

This one’s for you, Seve: Garcia said it was ‘amazing’ to join his Spanish idols Seve Ballesteros and Jose Maria Olazabal as a Masters champion. Right, 2016 champion Danny Willett helps Garcia into the famous Green Jacket

WWW.121GOLFSHOP.COM - 01794 329 344

TT MAY 2017 Issue 192_Layout 1  22/04/2017  15:18  Page 4

George Clooney’s favourite Golf Club in Lake Como 
The idea of playing a round of 
golf on the same course George 
Clooney claims his favourite was 
all I needed to persuade me to 
find out more about one of Italy’s 
famous, and the country’s second 
oldest golf club. The historic 
Menaggio & Cadenabbia club 
lies on the shores of Lake Como 
between the two pretty villages, 
Menaggio and Candenabbia, after 
which the club is named. 

A mere two hour drive away from 
Milan’s Linarte airport, Lake Como’s 
spectacular scenery and surrounding 
towering mountains, often covered 
in snow even in the summer months, 
are some of the many reasons this 
region has become increasingly 
popular with British tourist and 
celebrities from all over the world, 
especially those who, like the 
Clooneys, are attracted to its healthy 
climate and quietly unpretentious 
way of life. 

On arrival we were greeted with 
warm, sunny weather, a good omen 
for the days ahead. The week before 
the entire area had been plagued 
with heavy rainfalls, something I 
found hard to believe as we drove 
through narrow winding roads 
bordering the glassily still lake. 

The club itself is as famous for its 
celebrities living nearby as it is for 
its fascinating history. The nine hole 
course was first built some 110 
years ago by a group of wealthy, 
mostly English residents who simply 
felt the area missed out not having 
a golf course. Suitable land was 
found and bought between two 

local villages called Maneggio and 
Cadenabbia, and hence the club’s 
name which to this day still retains a 
strong English influence.

To help build the course, J.H Taylor, 
a top player and famous for winning 
five Open Championships between 
1907 and 1923, was brought in to 
supervise the course’s construction 
and returned again in 1923 when 
members decided it was time to 
extend and re-model the course into 
a tougher 18 hole par 64 course. 
Much of the course’s original design 
still remains today although in 1963, 
John Harris, a well-known architect 
was asked to revolutionise the 
course, which he did by adding a 
further four holes and redesigning 
another eight, thus changing the 
course from a par 64 to a par 69. 

Over the following decades the 
course went through several re-
designs, fairways were narrowed, 
large trees and suitable undergrowth 
were planted which gave the course 
an English feel about it, in many 
ways similar to Wentworth. There 
is even an Englishness about the 
clubhouse - the mahogany wooden 
panelled bar area has a large 
welcoming open Inglenook fireplace 
and is surrounded by comfortable 
sofas. 

Nearby is the library, the club’s pride 
and joy and boasts a collection of 
golf publications widely considered 
the most prized in the world. Books 
of all descriptions are stored in glass 
enclosed wooden shelves some 
contain outstanding collections 
of original and rare manuscripts. 

Everything is carefully preserved and 
catalogued and the shelves cover 
every inch of the room’s interior 
reaching as far as the ceiling. 

The Menaggio & Cadenabbia 18 
hole par 70 course is a gem to play. 
Luckily arrangements had been 
made for me play with Carlo Fimalgli 
who plays off zero – no less and the 
region’s most sought after golfer and 
who is frequently invited to compete 
in local team and international 
events. 

Somehow Carlo had managed to 
free himself from his busy schedule 
to accompany me round the course 
but more than anything I was 
impressed to discover he is one 
Clooney’s favourite playing partners, 
I had secretly hoped to bump into 
George while at the club but sadly 
that was not to be, the Clooneys 
were due arrive the following week! 

Arriving early at the club I found 
Carlo waiting for me in a buggy with 
my hired clubs already strapped on 
- he assured me that it was just as 
easy to walk or take a trolley around 
the course but as he knew the 
course like the back of his hand, he 

felt the best way would be to show 
me the course’s intricately designed 
challenges with a buggy while also 
explain the club’s fascinating history. 
His many tips on where to direct 
drives on sloping fairways (of which 
there were a few), and aim balls 
on blind corners with left or right 
doglegs enabled me to play a far 
better game than I would have done 
had I played on my own. 

Apart from golf, the region also 
offers many other alternative 
attractions. The next day we took 
a ten minute ferry ride to the small 
island of Bellagio (now named after a 
hotel in Las Vagas), and stopped off 
at one of the many enticing outdoor 
cafes for a cooling glass of local 
white wine while watching the world 
go by. From here we walked to the 
quieter side of the island before 
returning to our hotel, the Excelsior 
Britannia. My large,e comfy room 
had a small balcony overlooking 
the lake and each morning I would 
pinch myself to make sure it wasn’t 
a dream but the stunning scenery I 
was admiring was in fact realty! 

April Todd

For further information:

Excelsior Britannia Hotel, Cadenabbia
greatmallhotels.com/como-lake-boutiquehotels/seven-park-hotel

Menaggio and Cadenabbia Golf Club
menaggio.org/en/index

Flights to Milan with British Airways 
ba.com


