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English winters are depressingly long and any excuse to
escape to warmer climes is something keen golfers are eager
to find - and I’m no exception. 
An unexpected invitation to spend a few days with friends in
the Algarve last winter was an offer I couldn’t refuse and a
perfect opportunity to investigate golfing opportunities in
Portugal’s warm winter sunshine. 

It was late February and I was in desperate need of a break. So in no
time I found myself flying to Faro airport and heading towards
Boavista, a small village not far from Lagos - an area that boasts
several excellent golf courses. As soon I felt the warm sun on my
face I had to remind myself that only a few hours earlier I had been
battling the winter elements in England.   

My first round of golf had been arranged at
the famous Oceanico Golf Club where there
are two excellent courses: the (Sir Nick)
Faldo and (Christie) O’Connor junior.
Although the O’Connor is purported to be
less difficult, my hosts had opted to play the
par 72 Faldo course, which admittedly, is
difficult in parts but rewarding to play.
Perhaps in retrospect I should have played
this course last when I was more
acclimatised to local conditions.      

I found Faldo’s course the most challenging
with a variety of some very tricky and
unusually designed holes to keep me on my
toes. In many ways this reflects Faldo’s
typical trademark designs. Some holes are
set in ragged cacti countryside while others
are in lush green English woodland.
Fortunately tips gleaned from my hosts
helped me tackle some of the course’s many
challenging idiosyncrasies. The back nine are
definitely the less demanding compared to
the front nine, although quite hilly in places.
Surprising myself, I managed to finish the
round with a decent score equalling my
handicap. The day was finished off with a
delicious late lunch in the ultra modern
palatial club house but be warned, green
fees are expensive and it's best to book an
early package on-line.    

Next was the undulating Boavista course, a
seven iron from where I was staying. This is
a delightful par 71 course designed by
Howard Swan, who has successfully
managed to integrate the course’s
undulating layout into the existing natural
terrain. Altogether I found this a delightfully
relaxing course to play and far less complex
compared to the Faldo course I had played
the previous day.    

The first par 4 hole gently slopes downhill
passing a small lake with a decorative
waterfall to the left of the green. It looks
deceptively easy, and this is down to the
designer’s creative ability in being able to
hide unexpected obstacles. The next is a par
3 where strategically placed olive trees grow
alongside the fairway, but a straight three
wood drive should get you to the green -
which is what I managed and then I simply
two putted to par the hole. The 3rd is an
uphill par 5 and another deceptive hole and
much depends on the lie of the second shot.
This is where the fairway narrows and where
intrusive trees could prevent a good line for
the third shot. 

The final 18th par 4 hole is a tough uphill
dogleg to the right with strategically placed
bunkers. With the club house in sight,

thoughts of a cool beer clearly helped me to
finish this hole in 6. These days most
courses have signature holes, but the
combination of design, location and the
sheer variety of holes makes this almost
impossible. Overall though, the course is a
joy to play.

By far my favourite course in this region is
the Palmares course, the final course I
played before returning to the UK. Palmare
is renowned for its spectacular views over
the bay of Lagos and combines link style golf
for the first nine holes. 

The second nine are somewhat hillier. The
first hole, a par 4, has been described as the
most stunning in all the Algarve. The tee is
high up and looks directly across to the
ocean below. 

The fairway drops steeply to a green tucked
away out of sight. There’s a slight dogleg to
the right but selecting the right club for a
good approach shot helped me end up with 
a par. 

The next five holes are sea level and parallel
to the beach with lots of heather type bushes
to deal with. The fifth is a difficult
combination of sand dunes and rough foliage

and I not only lost a couple of balls but also a
few important shots partly because of the
unfamiliar terrain, but otherwise it was
another enjoyable day’s golf. 

Short winter golf breaks are inspirational in
helping get rid of winter’s lethargy and a
perfect means of getting back into the swing
of golf after the long English winter. 

April Tod

FACT BOX
For more information on the courses
played go to:

www.oceanicogolf.com
email: bookings@oceanicogolf.com

www.boavistagolf.com
email: golf.reception@boavistagolf.com

www.onyriapalmares.com
email: reservations@onyriapalmares.com

Clubs hired through:
www.clubstohire.com

Flights booked through Monarch from
Gatwick airport
www.monarchairways.com
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the Algarve
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