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Tenerife is the largest of all the Canary
Island and famous for its year round
temperate climate, sweet bananas and
delicious wine but more importantly for
its nine intricately designed golf
courses. This is where each year the
Tenerife Open part of the Ladies
European Tour (LET) is staged and the
other important reason for my visit.  

Last year when the tournament was hosted
at Golf Costa Adeje golf club I found myself
selected to play in the Pro-Am Foursome
event and fortunately was partnered with the
delightful Frederica Piovan from Italy, her
caddy cum boyfriend Antonio and another
French journalist who made up the fourth.
Throughout the entire18 holes it was as if I
was having a private golf lesson, Frederica
helped, cajoled and encouraged me with
many of my shots constantly giving me tips
and advice. 

Nowadays opportunities to rub shoulders with
golf’s elite albeit top female golfers happens
very seldom which is why this was a
wonderful opportunity to sit casually chatting
to several top players during an informal al
fresco lunch prior to the event’s prize giving.
On our table were Trish Johnson, Becky
Brewerton (who ended up overall winner),
and the remarkable Laura Davies who didn’t
appear in the least bit nervous and happily
chatted about the trails and tribulations of
playing international golf.   

As things turned out Laura inadvertently
calculated she had missed the cut after two
dismal rounds and dashed off to the airport
instead. But luck was on her side, her flight
had been delayed and tournament organisers
were able to contact her in time to tell her
the good news that she was in fact still in the
tournament. With the minimum of fuss Laura
simply turned tail, collected her luggage and
checked back into her hotel and surprised
everyone by playing two brilliant rounds over
the next couple of days, carding a
remarkable 66 and 69 which gave her an
unexpected final placing of 10th overall and
a prize cheque for £10,000. Well worth
coming back for!

Golf aside, Tenerife also boasts the famous
and occasionally erupting Teide volcano in
the centre of the island and where the
famous Mont Teide National Park can be
found. However most of the island’s
magnificent golf courses are dotted along its
picturesque coastline, all with their own
individual characteristics. Keen golfers come
from all over the world to take advantage of
the island’s year round temperate climate.
Fortunately throughout our stay in early
October we were also blessed with typically,
warm sunny weather.   

Our beach side hotel in the Playa de las
Americas complex was quaintly named Sir
Anthony, a boutique styled hotel that is not
for from the nearby Golf Costa Adeje golf

club. The hotel itself has recently been
refurbished and now boasts unusually
designed bedrooms with black and white
themed ensuite bathrooms but where the
hotel oozes with charm and character it lacks
in atmosphere. 

Once the main tournament was in full swing
our group peeled off for another Fourball
competition at the pretty Buenavisita Golf
club on the northern side of the island. The
only disadvantage here was the two and half
hour bus journey but as the journey was
mostly along stunning coast line it made up
for the early morning Shotgun start.   

This course turned out to be one of the
island’s prettiest although quite tough in
places with some very steep narrow inclines
to negotiate contrasting to wide sweeping
fairways, some that run alongside the edge
of the steep cliffs with ravines that plunged
into the sea below and constantly pounded
by the Atlantic waves. Of notable interest are
two long and challenging par fives that have
enough bunkers on either side to keep any
golfer on their toes, plus a couple of
particularly challenging par 3’s but the
greens although deceivingly fast were mostly
in excellent condition. 

Our final Fourball competition took place at
the Golf del Sur golf club which incidentally
opened ten years ago to host the first of the
Tenerife Ladies Opens. This course is less
demanding than the others and definitely

more suited to all standards of golfer. With
tee-times scheduled for 10 o’clock, we were
at least able to enjoy a leisurely breakfast
and return in time for a delicious cooling
swim in Hotel’s unusually designed pool.  

The Tenerife Tourist Board, (the tournament’s
principal sponsor) hosted a lavish gala dinner
held at the Hotel Iberostar El Mirador 5*on
the last night. Sadly I didn’t manage to win
any of the many generous prizes but at least
I returned home with some wonderful
memories of a superb week of golf.

April Tod
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Tenerife Tourism Corporation

www.webtenerife.com

Telephone Freephone: 0080010010100

Monach Airlines
www.monach.co.uk

Sir Anthony Hotel
www.hotelssiranthony.com

GOLF COURSES:
Buena Vista
www.buenavistagolf.es

Golf del Sur
www.aymerichgolf.com

Golf Costa Adeje
www.golfcostaadeje.com


