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Undiscovered EssaouiraUndiscovered Essaouira
These days an amazing number of golf resorts

are attached to exotic destinations and the
Moroccan fishing village of Essaouira is no

exception. This is a delightful seaside resort that
has grown naturally into a thriving holiday
destination having lost none of its mediaeval
quaintness and charm.     

Besides endless sandy beaches Essaouira
also boasts three exquisitely designed golf
courses all part of the Mogador Golf Club
and conveniently a short walk from the
nearby magnificent five star Sofital Mogador
Golf and Spa Hotel where I stayed for 
four days.     

It was during the Middle Ages that
Essaouira’s natural fishing port first came to
prominence when discovered by passing
Portuguese ships who created it as a major
trading post.  However, it wasn’t until the
early 60’s that Essaouira started developing
into a tourist destination, first attracting
artists and poets from all over the world who
enjoyed its inspirational and peaceful
surroundings as well as its cheap living,
some staying for several months others for
years, and then international tourist.

From then onwards it didn’t take long for
Essaouira to become a thriving seaside
resort later constructing its first golf course.
Unlike its more recognized neighbour Agadir,
which had to be rebuilt after a devastating
earthquake in 1969, much of Essaouira’s
ancient medieval buildings have been
carefully preserved and this is particularly
noticeable in the walled city where narrow
cobbled streets, picturesque squares and
white washed houses are now all part of its
everyday charm. 

Taking time off from golf I spent a day
wandering round the famous walled city
starting off at the legendary Sea Gate, from
here you are confronted by an entirely
different world consisting mainly of narrow
streets full of three to four story houses and

small, mostly windowless shops selling local
arts and crafts. Many of the former splendid
residences in the walled city were once
inhabited by consulates but have since been
refurbished and made into magnificent but
individually designed boutique hotels, private
apartments and some fine restaurants.   

This is also where the late film director
Orson Wells filmed ‘Othello’ using the walled
city as its backdrop as did Ridley Scott for
his film, ‘Kingdom of Heaven’. The area also
became the playground for international
musicians including the iconic Jimi Hendrix.
Even to this day musicians come here from
all over the world seeking inspiration for new
musical scores while studying the hypnotic
rhythm of the famous Gnaoua drums that
can still be heard in places in and around
the city. 

The Sofital Mogador Golf and Spa Hotel
where I stayed is an unusually designed
hotel that combines a blend of modernistic
contemporary construction with local Souiri
culture. Views from hotel rooms of the
nearby Gary Player designed golf courses
and in the distant pounding Atlantic Ocean
are both stunning and breathtaking.

The three nearby golf courses are easily
accessible from the hotel but our tee times
were mostly early morning to avoid the heat
of the day which gave us plenty of time to
go into town for a late fish lunch in one of
the many amazing fish restaurants or
meander around the walled city and its
surrounding port enjoying an occasional
refreshing drink of mint tea in one of the
exotic boutique hotels.  

The two courses I played on although
challenging in parts are suitable for all
standards of golfer. Most of the fairways
afford stunning views of the nearby Atlantic
but each hole is designed to follow its
natural topography with strategically placed
bunkers full of fine golden sand along
fairways and greens, some bordered by an
abundance of plants and tall pine trees. 

As is typical in Morocca most clubs include
buggies with green fees. Caddies though,
are de rigeuer and rely on tips from punters
which usually work out at about £15 – 20
per round, however if you happen to get on
well with your caddy and feel he has done a
good job, you can always tip him more. 

I found both courses have some deceivingly
tough holes with large and in some
incidences, quite deep bunkers but most
courses consists of verdant green fairways
and well nurtured greens. However, there are
places distinctly reminiscent of a desert
course with outside edges bordered by stony
ground and large and small boulders. This
where balls ricochet off rocks and land in
any direction, most lost forever. 

I loved everything about Essaouira from its
colourful town full of exciting places to visit
to its many delicious restaurants, some
offering incredible varieties of freshly caught
fish, and of course its golf but this has to be
one of more unusual places I have ended up
playing golf that has left me with some
wonderful indelible memories. I hope it won’t
be that long before I’ll be back again. 
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