
 

LAWN TENNIS WRITERS’ ASSOCIATION 
Newsletter No.8 – February 2012 

 
 

1 
 

What a start to the 2012 season! First one 
of the most memorable Australian Opens 
of recent times and then a hugely 
encouraging week for GB’s Fed Cup team 
in Isreal. Here’s to the GB Davis Cup team 
taking inspiration from that and performing 
as well. 

If events at Melbourne Park are indicative 
of what is to follow this year we should be 
in for plenty more excitement involving our 
2011 International Award winner and his 
closest rivals. 

 

Thanks again to the sterling efforts of our 
Social Secretary April Tod and Treasurer 
Barry Newcombe, last  December’s 
annual lunch at Wimbledon was a great 
success.  

For those of you who missed it, our Main 
Award winner Sue Mappin was ‘surprised 
and delighted’ by the LTWA’s honour and 
made a very entertaining acceptance 
speech. 

 

It was great that so many of Britain’s 
leading players (including Elena Baltacha, 
Anne Keothavong, Laura Robson, James 
Ward, Ross Hutchins and Jamie Murray) 
attended the lunch, as well as Britain’s 
new Fed Cup captain Judy Murray. 

 

In addition, thanks to the lunchtime 
performances of ‘dynamic duo’ Marcus 
Buckland and Annabel Croft, we raised 
almost £4,000 for Heartbeat through our 
charity raffle and auction. Thanks to all 
who contributed. 

 

 

THE ONLY DOWNSIDE TO STAGING 
THE LUNCH IS THAT SOME PEOPLE 
STILL HAVE NOT PAID FOR THEIR 

TICKETS!!  

IT IS VERY UNFAIR ON APRIL HAVING 
TO CHASE THIS UP TWO MONTHS 

AFTER THE EVENT SO IF YOU HAVE 
NOT PAID HER YET 

PLEASE DO SO IMMEDIATELY 
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SPONSORSHIP / WEBSITE 

Following full endorsement from the committee, I am continuing discussions with a major 
company about sponsoring the LTWA. I hope to have something to announce by the end of 
February. In the meantime, as part of that process, I am in contact with a couple of web 
design companies about the development of a new website for the association which should 
be useful for all members and help promote us better as an organisation.  

The core idea is to create a hub or central point for viewing all we write about tennis which is 
published on-line (subject to any subscriptions certain publications demand at source) as 
well as a live feed from our Twitter accounts. In other words it will offer a real time ‘one-stop 
shop’ with links to all our tennis articles and tweets out there on the web. 

I hope this main part of the website will update itself automatically and so be largely self-
sustaining, although we will also be able to add features and other content as time / 
inclination allows. This could include a members only area for LTWA news, contact details 
etc, but the website will in the main be open to the public not only to increase readership but 
also to help add some traffic to our own publications’ websites. 

‘ON THE RECORD’ LUNCH  

I am still waiting to hear back from a couple of people about whether they can join us for one 
of our ad hoc ‘on the record’ lunches. There is a window of opportunity for one in a couple of 
weeks time and I will let you know asap if that is going to happen. If not then I will keep 
pursuing potential guests to invite at a suitable time later in the season. 

 

In the meantime if there is anything regarding the LTWA which you would like to discuss with 
me, please feel free to get in touch. 

Barry Millns 

Chairman LTWA 

M: 07710 410698 

 

 

 


